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SUBJ: SHIPMENT OF URUGUAYAN GOLD FROM U. S. 

REF: MVD 1548 

1) WE HAVE JUST BEEN INFORMED BY OFFICIALS OF GOU STATE AIRLINE, 

PLUNA, THAT CIVIL AERONAUTICS BOARD ( CAB) HAS RAISED NUMBER 
OF QUESTIONS REGARDING PERMISSION EOR PLUNA AIRCRAFT TO TRAVEL 
TO U. S. FOR REPATRIATION OF URUGUAYAN GOLD HOLDINGS ( REFTEL). 

2) PRESENT PLANS CALL FOR PLUNA AIRCRAFT TO TRAVEL TO U. S. 

ON MAY 26, 1973. GOLD TO BE REPATRIATED IS PRESENTLY BEING HELD 
BY THE FEDERAL RESERVE BANK AND WILL BE TRANSFERRED TO PLUNA 
FOR SHIPMENT TO URUGUAY. GOLD IS OWNED BY GOU, AND WILL BE RETURNED 
ON GOU- OWNED AIRCRAFT. IN ANSWER TO ONE OF QUESTIONS RAISED BY 
CAB, THERE IS OF COURSE NO REVENUE INVOLVED IN RETURN FLIGHT NOR 
IS THERE ANY CHARTERER OR CHARTER PRICE FOR THE TRIP FROM NEW 
YORK TO MONTEVIDEO. COMPLICATING FACTOR IS THAT ON TRIP FROM 
MONTEVIDEO TO NEW YORK, PLUNA WILL CARRY NINE TONS OF SHOES. 
CHARTERER FOR THIS SHIPMENT IS INTERNATIONAL EXPORTS, S. A., AN 
ARGENTINE FIRM. CHARTER PRICE FOR SHOES IS UD$4,950. 

3) CURRENT PROBLEM IS THAT ALTHOUGH GOU THROUGH PLUNA IS 
ABLE TO PROVIDE ALL INFORMATION TO CAB RELATIVE TO 
CHARTERERS AND CHARTER PRICES, GOU DOES NOT REPEAT NOT WISH TO 
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INDICATE PUBLICLY THAT RETURN SHIPMENT FROM NEW YORK WILL BE 
GOLD. 

4) ACTION REQUEST: REQUEST THAT DEPARTMENT CONTACT MR. HAROLD 
S. PARROTT, CIVIL AERONAUTICS BOARD, 1825 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, 
WASHINGTON, D. C. AND EXPLAIN CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF 
GOLD SHIPMENT. PLUNAOFFICIALS STATE THEY ARE TELEGRAPHING OTHER 
INFORMATION NEEDED BY CAB. AS TIME FOR FLIGHT IS QUITE NEAR, 

WE WOULD APPRECIATE KNOWING IF CAB IS ABLE TO PROCEED WITH 
CLEARANCE ON BASIS OF DATA TO BE PROVIDED BY PLUNA AND CONFIDENTIAL 
INFORMATION ABOVE. 
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